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PUBLIC HEARING HELD ON

APRIL 18, 2018

THE COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUl, STATE OF HAWAII. CONVENED A PUBLIC
HEARING ON WEDNESDAY. APRIL 18. 2018 AT 6:00 P.M.. IN THE COUNCIL
CHAMBER. KALANA O MAUl BUILDING. WAILUKU, HAWAII, WITH VICE-CHAIR
ROBERT CARROLL PRESIDING. FOR THE PURPOSE OF RECEIVING TESTIMONY ON
THE PROPOSED OPERATING BUDGET AND CAPITAL PROGRAM FOR THE FISCAL

YEAR JULY 1, 2018 TO JUNE 30. 2019.

VICE-CHAIR CARROLL: This Maul County Council public hearing will come to order.

Mr. Clerk.

ROLL CALL

PRESENT: COUNCILMEMBERS ALIKA ATAY, DONALD S. GUZMAN,
G. RIKI HOKAMA, KELLY T. KING. S. STACY CRIVELLO, AND
VICE-CHAIR ROBERT CARROLL.

EXCUSED: COUNCILMEMBERS ELEANORA COCHRAN, YUKI LEI
SUGIMURA, AND CHAIR MICHAEL B. WHITE.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK JOSIAH K. NISHITA: Mr. Chair, there are six Members present,
three Members excused, a quorum is present to conduct the business of the Council.

VICE-CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you, Mr. Clerk.

Before we proceed with today's agenda may I please request that if anybody has
anything, cellphones or otherwise, that makes noise, please turn it off or put it in the
silent mode. We would like to keep decorum in this Chamber at all times.

Mr. Clerk.
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DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Mr. Chair, the Notice of Public Hearing on the Mayor's
Proposed Budget and Capital Program was published in the April 3, 2018 and
April 10, 2018 editions of the Maui News.

In accordance with Section 9-4, of the Revised Charter of the County of Maui, the
public is invited to provide testimony before the Council regarding the Mayor's
Proposed Budget for the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2010 and Proposed Capital
Program.

We've established limited interactive communication that enables individuals from
Hana, Lanai, and Molokai to provide testimony from our District Offices. Individuals
who wish to offer testimony from Hana, Lanai, and Molokai should now sign up with
District Office staff.

Individuals who wish to offer testimony in the Chamber please sign up at the desk
located in the 8^*^ Floor Lobby just outside the Chamber door.

When testifying, please state your name and the name of any organization you
represent.

Molokai Office, please identify yourself and introduce your first testifier. Molokai
Office, please identify yourself and introduce your first testifier.

Mr. Chair, we have 47 individuals who have signed up to testify in the Council
Chamber.

The first person to testify in the Chamber is Nancy Kanyuk, to be followed by Teh
Freitas Gorman.

VICE-CHAIR CARROLL: And please identify yourself at the podium and any organization
you might be representing.

TESTIMONY

MS. NANCY KANYUK:

Yes, aloha. My name is Nancy Kanyuk and I am a Red Cross volunteer and I have
been asked by the Director of the Red Cross here on Maui to just spend a little bit of
time to talk about what it, how it feels to be part of the organization. Mostly I'm proud
to be part of an organization that's been on the islands for more than a hundred
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years. Queen Liliuokalani was a member, she even sewed a Red Cross flag to fly
over lolani Palace. And during one day in 1917 a membership drive on Oahu
resulted in 16,000 new members.

I'm really proud to be part of an organization that's synonymous with disaster relief
but is totally volunteer driven. Our members respond to emergencies as large as the
ones in Louisiana, Puerto Rico, and Houston, and as small and local as house, as
house fires where we provide comfort and even help families find temporary housing.

And I'm proud of our efforts in local disasters like the flooding in lao Valley, floods
and mudslides in Hana, and wildfires like the one in Maalaea in July of 2016. During
that emergency our volunteers opened the shelter that eventually accommodated
almost 500 people.

And as part of our disaster preparedness educational efforts, we give presentations
to groups as diverse as middle school students, seniors, and non-profits. And I'm
especially proud of a program that it has been introduced this year called "Sound the
Alarm". Since we know that 90 percent of all the disasters that we respond to are
house fires and smoke alarms, cut the risk of dying in half, we provide, this year we
are providing and installing smoke alarms that last ten years, free of charge. We also
provide fire safety tips and can even help develop a home fire escape plan.

So I don't think it's just a slogan to say that the Red Cross is there when you need us,
we are and we've been doing it a long time. We, we plan on continuing and so I'm
very proud to be part of that.

VICE-CHAIR CARROLL: Any clarification needed from the testifier? Seeing none, thank
you.

Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: The next person to testify is Teh Freitas Gorman, to be
followed by testimony from our Hana District Office.

MS. TERI FREITAS GORMAN. MAUI NATIVE HAWAIIAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE:

Aloha, Vice-Chair Carroll and Members of the County Council. My name is Teh
Freitas Gorman, and it's my honor and privilege to serve as President of the Maui
Native Hawaiian Chamber of Commerce. Our mission is to promote and sustain our
culture, nurturing a strong community of Hawaiian values to enhance opportunities for
success in business and education. We achieve our mission, in part, through
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partnerships and collaborations with other organizations such as the Maui Economic
Development Board.

Under the guidance of their Board Chair Ryan Churchill and President and CEO
Leslie Wilkins, MEDB continues to work tirelessly toward the much needed
diversification of our local economy. Since the loss of agricultural giants Maui
Pineapple Company and HC&S, Mauians are more dependent upon tourism than
ever before. Because a one sector economy puts every one of us at risk, one of our
top priorities must be economic diversification. A diversified economy is healthier,
more productive and more stable.

For more than a decade, we have been encouraging our island-born youth to pursue
education in the fields of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics. While
such an education prepares these students for lucrative and fulfilling careers, it also
means that we are exporting our best and brightest to other places because Maui has
very little to offer these students in terms of quality careers. This is especially
concerning for our Native Hawaiian youth who are forced to choose between a
rewarding career and raising their families in their ancestral homelands. And my
question is why can't they have both.

MEDB's vision is a future in which abundant opportunities for rewarding employment
are met by a qualified, resident workforce in Maui County. The Maui Native Hawaiian
Chamber of Commerce passionately supports the expansion of career opportunities
available to the next generation of island-born youth. We as a community must
invest in the development of economic sectors that are not tied to tourism.

For the future of our own children and for their children, I urge the Maui County
Council to fully fund the Maui Economic Development Board during this budget cycle.

Mahalo for your time and attention.

VICE-CHAIR CARROLL: Any clarification needed from the testifier? Seeing none, thank
you.

MS. GORMAN: Thank you.

VICE-CHAIR CARROLL: Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Hana Office, please identify yourself and introduce your first
testifier.
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MS. DAWN LONG: Good evening, Chair. This is Dawn Lono at the Hana Office and the
first testifier is Scott Crawford.

MR. SCOTT CRAWFORD:

Aloha, Chair Carroll and Members of the Council. This, my name is Scott Crawford
and I'm testifying on behalf of Ke Ao Hali'i as the President of a recently formed
organization in the community of Hana to protect Hana coastal lands and, and
resources.

And I'm following up on the testimony from your hearing last Thursday, at, out here in
Hana regarding the acquisition of lands in Maka'alae for, through the Open Space
Fund. And, you know, as we're, we're coming together to protect these lands, we're
just kind of learning about the process of how the Open Space Fund works. And it
seems like the, the first step that needs to happen is to be, is to allocate funds in this
current budget to be able to do the due diligence on, for the acquisition of these lands
including appraisal and title search.

And so at this time, you know, our request is just to make sure the funds are in the
budget to be able to, to put in, to be able to do that, that search. And, I also wanted
to mention that in the, part of this, you know the effort that's been catalyzed from the
community was from a purchase of, a contract that was purchased on eight, eight
parcels within the Maka^alae area.

And that's kind of what we've been focused on and that's in the letter that I sent to, to
Councilmember Carroll and also to the Mayor's Office, we're mentioning those eight
parcels, but there's actually twelve parcels that are all within that, within the
Maka'alae area. And we're, aside from sort of how the seller has bundled those
parcels, it really makes sense at this time to be able to do the due diligence on all of
the parcels and consider acquisition of the, you know, the entire area between
Waiahonu and Kapia Streams.

So we'd like to make sure there's enough funds in to cover, you know, the due
diligence for all of those parcels as well. And, you know, we feel like we really have
the support within the community to be able to, if, if the County is to acquire this
property to be a good partner with, with the County in the management of these, this
area in the long term, similar to the Mu'olea, the model of Mu'olea, which we feel has
been very successful. And so want to just ask your support for that at this time for at
least the first step to get the process moving. So mahalo for your consideration.
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VICE-CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you. Any clarification needed from the testifier? Seeing
none, thank you.

Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Hana Office, please introduce your next testifier.

MS. LONO: The next testifier is Mavis Oliveira-Medeiros.

MS. MAVIS OLIVEIRA-MEDEIROS:

Aloha, my name is Mavis and I'm here to support what Scott just said. But, we fish
and opihi and crab in Maka'alae so it's really important to us to keep that access
going and that's about it. Thank you. Council for listening to us tonight. Aloha.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Mr. Chair, the~

VICE-CHAIR CARROLL: Any clarification needed from the testifier? Seeing none, thank
you.

Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: The next testifier is William Millross. Mr. Millross will be

followed by Su-Lyne Kaihewalu, to be followed by further testimony from our Hana
District Office.

MR. WILLIAM MILLROSS:

Hello, my name is William Millross and I'm a client of the BEST Program, MEO. And
I'd just like to let you know that the program does work. When I got out of jail, I really
didn't have anywhere to go for help except the BEST Program that somebody told me
about. I went to the BEST Program and they helped me out by helping me get a bus
pass so I could get to places, so I could get a job. I got a job, they bought me
clothes. They bought me boots, they really helped me a lot.

And now today, this is eight months later, I'm doing volunteer work at the lao Theater,
I'm giving back to the community. So, it really works. And they, they are there to see
if you really want it. And the people who do really want it, they help. So it does work
and they've done nothing but help me every step of the way. I've had somebody to
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go to, I have a caseworker. I'd like to thank Bishop and Gerry, they're doing a great
job. They're helping people and it does make a big difference.

Made a difference in my life. I turned my life around. I run the oldest AA meeting in
Wailuku. So, I'm, I'm back in the community and I'm here to stay. Feels good. And I
can thank all you guys for, for helping the program, funding the program, it does work
and I'm glad to be here. It's an honor to be, that they asked me, I said yes right away
because I feel good about it and it does work. I'd like to thank all you guys for
funding them.

It makes a big difference because when you get out of jail and you walk to the
highway and you look this way and you look that way, it's pretty stressful, you know,
it's like starting all over again and they're there to help you. So thank you all.

VICE-CHAIR CARROLL; Thank you. Any clarification needed from the testifier? Seeing
none, thank you.

Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: The next testifier is Su-Lyne Kaihewalu, to be followed by
testimony from the Hana District Office.

MS. SU-LYNE KAIHEWALU:

So my name is Su-Lyne, and I'm here to testify for the BEST Program, the Rental
Assistance, and MEO Head Start. So I utilize three, I utilize three different programs
in MEO and It really impacted my life. It helped me just with my recovery alone to
stand back on my feet, become the mom that I'm supposed to be basically.

The BEST Program helped me get my ID, my Social Security card and my birth
certificate and for me it just, it's the littlest things that matter because that's kind of
how I utilize them just to help me out and just to have those documents alone. If you
don't have that, then you pretty much can't do anything out there.

And then the Rental Assistance helped me get my two-bedroom home for my son
and me. And then Head Start just blessings abundantly, I'm really grateful cause
they helped somebody like me, you know. They saved my son from getting taken
away and it just really impacted me. I have a four-year-old son and he loves MEO
Head Start, you know. I'm really grateful and thankful for them. Yeah, just keep
funding them cause they're doing a great job, you know. Thanks.
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VICE-CHAIR CARROLL: Any clarification needed from the testifier?

Excuse me, I know everybody wants to participate, but please the clapping it takes
longer and a lot of people coming up to give testimony really get nervous. And their
thinking, gee I wonder if they're going to clap for me. So if we could please refrain
from clapping. Thank you.

Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Hana District Office, please introduce your next testifier.

MS. LONO: Our next testifier is Earle Medeiros.

MR. EARLE MEDEIROS:

Aloha, Vice-Chair Bob and all of you Councilmembers. I'm just here in the, asking for
you guys support for the, for the due diligence part yeah, I think Scott explained it.
So I'm just supporting this. Thank you. Aloha.

VICE-CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you. Any clarification needed from the testifier? Seeing
none, thank you.

Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Molokai District Office, please introduce your first testifier.

MS. ELLA ALCON: My first testifier is Ram Olanday.

MR. RAM OLANDAY:

Members of the Budget and Finance Committee, aloha. Chair and Members. My
name is Kahu Ram Olanday, I'm one of the many volunteers on Molokai. Much
mahalo for the yearly support provided for Festivals of Aloha Maui Nui Style. And I
would like to request for your continued support. Festivals of Aloha Maui Nui Style
provides community cultural events throughout the Maui County, Hana, Lanai, Maui,
and Molokai.

The vision of Festivals of Aloha is to perpetuate, preserve, and experience culture,
traditions, art, mele, hula, olelo, language, and aloha for Native Hawaiians and the
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greater community. We work to share the deeper meaning of aloha through joyful
sharing of life, energy, in the present. Each year this organization creates an
economic engine for the community with tent rentals, crafts, food booths, artisan
demonstrations, entertainment and many more. These events provide a special
occasion where communities can get together and participate and learn about
traditional Hawaiian culture and crafts while enjoying local food and entertainment.

Each year, the Festivals present a rare opportunity for older generations to pass on
their manao and knowledge to younger generations and help preserve our unique
Hawaiian culture. This year, the plan for 2018 Festivals of Aloha Maui Nui Style will
continue to perpetuate our Native Hawaiian culture, practice, and encourage
community involvement.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to present my support for the Festivals of
Aloha Maui Nui Style. Thank you very much. This is Ram Olanday.

VICE-CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you. Any clarification needed from the testifier? Seeing
none, thank you.

Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Hana District Office, please introduce your next testifier. Hana
District Office, please introduce your next testifier.

MS. LONO: Our next testifier is Nani Park Kaikala.

MS. NANI PARK KAIKALA:

Aloha, my name is Nani Park Kaikala, and I am in support of what Scott Crawford
had already spoken of, so mahalo.

VICE-CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you.

Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Hana Office, please introduce your next testifier.

MS. LONO: Our next testifier is Mary Ann Kahana.
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MS. MARY ANN KAHANA:

Good evening, Councilmember, Chair Bob Carroll. I'm Mary Kahana from Hamoa,
I'm here to support our President Scott Crawford in addition to supporting our goals
as far as saving Hana coasts to conserve and preserve our land. So I'm asking for
your help for any open space funding here on the eastside of Hana, or eastside of
Maui. Thank you.

VICE-CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you.

Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Hana Office, please introduce your last testifier.

MS. LONO: The last testifier at the Hana Office is John O'Hara.

MR. JOHN O'HARA:

Aloha, Councilmembers. My name is John O'hara, I testified in front most of you at
Hana last week. I'm in support of the Ke Ao Hali'i non-profit organization of which we
are trying to purchase the Maka'alae land. My family lives in Maka'alae and we are
native descendants of the Maka'alae ahupuaa. So the land means a lot to our family
as well as the rest of the people in Hana. It is our property that we need to keep in
preserving our Hawaiian traditions and culture. Mahalo for your help.

VICE-CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you.

Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: The next testifier is Stephanie Strube-Queen, to be followed by
John Dobovan.

MS. STEPHANIE STRUBE-QUEEN:

Hi, Mr. Council. I'm Stephanie Strube-Queen, I'm here to speak in behalf of MEO
Enlace Hispano. I have been a client from them twice, the first time it was about ten
years ago, I needed information. I was about to apply for my green card and I didn't
know where to start. So they were a really good information to like just know what
you do first.
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The second time was about four years ago, I needed my high school diploma
translated to start college here and they were really good help, in like few weeks it
was translated, I was able to go to college. Now I'm about to graduate and I was able
to volunteer with them at the Enlace Hispano again just doing translations. And they
are really helpful, we get a lot of... finish my internship. We get a lot of clients and a
lot of translations. And I just want to say thank you to you for helping them.

VICE-CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you. Any clarification needed from the testifier? Seeing
none, thank you.

Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: The next testifier is John Dobovan, to be followed by Ryan
Smith.

MR. JOHN DOBOVAN:

Good evening, Councilmembers. Thank you very much for having us here tonight.
I'm John Dobovan, I'm going to ask as usual, I'm the President of the Haleakala
Chapter, of Hawaii Farmers Union United. We have about 800 members here on
Maui. I'm also the President and founder of Kulahaven Farms, which is Hawaii's first
and only commercial aquaponics farm, specializing in rainbow trout. And we are
currently developing proprietary technology and techniques that allow us to raise up
to 20,000 pounds of high quality food every month on a half-acre of land.

And, over time I hope to spread this and have dozens or hundreds of partner farms
doing similar kinds of work. But to do this we need help. I need help, I can't do this
alone. We need lots of new farmers and a key component of that is the Farm
Apprentice Mentorship Program which was started three years ago by Hawaii
Farmers Union United. And, much of the credit for that program belongs right here at
the Council because you folks have helped fund this. It's a crucial program for
Hawaii's future in my personal opinion.

Now currently, FAM is funded in part by grants from the County. These are
administered by the Office of Economic Development. My understanding is that there
is consideration of moving the agriculture division to the Environmental Management
Department. And, and honestly, I don't quite understand this. You know, there's the
old saying, if it ain't broke, don't fix it. OEM has a, has been extremely responsive
and helpful, they've done a wonderful job in supporting not just Farmers Union and
FAM, but other groups as well. Farm Bureau and so forth.
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They have the expertise and the skill and the personnel to administer these kinds of
programs very, very well. I'm not convinced that moving it to another department is
going to be beneficial. I'm also not quite sure why this would be even a consideration
because farming is absolutely an economic issue. We spend $3 billion a year
importing food to Hawaii, that's a lot of money. That's absolutely an economic impact
and in my opinion it belongs to stay right where it is. Thank you very much for your
time and consideration.

VICE-CHAIR CARROLL: Any clarification needed from the testifier?

MR. DOBOVAN: Any questions?

VICE-CHAIR CARROLL: Seeing none, thank you.

MR. DOBOVAN: Thank you.

VICE-CHAIR CARROLL: Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: The next testifier is Ryan Smith, to be followed by Stephen
Bennett.

(Councilmember Crivello was excused from the public hearing at 6:27 p.m.)

MR. RYAN SMITH:

Aloha, Council. My name is Ryan Smith, I'm the Health and Fitness Director for the
Boys and Girls Clubs of Maui. I've been with the organization for over six years and
this organization has really become my home. I feel like a father figure to a lot of
these children.

I not only do these health and fitness programs for the Boys and Girls Club, but a lot
of these children that come to the Boys and Girls Club do not have some family
members and, to take care of them, they do not have some support systems. Some
of them do not have the, the adequate schooling for teaching them how to play these
sports. And when they come to the club, they feel very open with our staff and with
myself to learn how to play sports, to learn about healthy living. So my job being a
Health and Fitness Director is to plan, develop and implement active, healthy,
educational, safe and of course fun programs.
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Over the past two years, I've been in the position of health and fitness and I've
started club-wide flag football, basketball, baseball, and softball sporting leagues.
And I plan to go into golf, volleyball, and soccer. And with your guys help, I mean you
guys have been there for us for a long time so I wanted to thank you first and
foremost. And while sports leagues are very important, they are not the sole focus of
what we do.

I have been doing this all of my life, I mean sports, health and fitness has been my
passion and getting to teach the, the youth, really means a lot to me. And I get to see
it on a daily basis from members at the club, outside of the club, ones that have
graduated, they come up to me and they thank me for everything that I have done for
them.

And so, with our youth not all loving team sports, it's also my job to give them and
educate them on how to live healthy and active lifestyles. So through educational
games, organized curriculums like a program that we have going on currently called
the . . . Program and our staff running organized sports on a daily basis and this, and
just having our staff and ourselves there as positive mentors it, it really makes a huge
difference and I wanted to thank you for all your support.

VICE-CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you. Any clarification needed from the testifier? Seeing
none, thank you.

Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: The next testifier is Stephen Bennett, to be followed by
Malik Bell.

MR. STEPHEN BENNETT:

Aloha, my name is Stephen Bennett and I am the Operations Director for the Boys
and Girls Clubs of Maui. In my position, in my position I supervise basically all of the
frontline clubhouse staff that works with the kids here.

So Boys and Girls Clubs of Maui operates six different clubhouses around the island,
we serve over 2,500 registered youth members from the ages of six years old on up
through eighteen years old. And we touch over 5,000 more youth around Maui
through our outreach activities, our community activities. On any given day of the
week, we serve between five and six hundred kids in our clubhouses. So those are,
that's five to six hundred kids on any given day that would otherwise be, have no
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place, safe place to be, where they could receive supervision and all the different
services that we provide.

So most of you probably know a lot about Boys and Girls Club, we've been in the
community for about 20 years now serving a really important need which is to help
Maui families have a safe place for their kids to be. But I wanted to highlight a little
bit of what I think are the important things that, that we have to offer currently. So
Boys and Girls Club offers more than just supervision. We're in the business of
offering youth development, developing the whole child.

So that means for us right now is a focus on three of our primary outcomes, the first
one is a commitment to academic success. We have programs like Power Hour,
Project Learn, and tutoring where daily kids can come in with, get help with their
homework. And they can get supports, that help us with our commitment to making
sure that every one of our members progresses to the next grade level and graduates
from high school on time. That's our commitment for every one of our members.

We also have programs in workforce readiness and expanding our programs,
providing community internships for our teenagers so that we can help them develop
real life skills that are going to help them be successful, gain employment and
maintain employment so that they can be successful after high school graduation.

So commitment to academic success is one of our, is one of our focuses. The
second of course is health and fitness. You just heard Ryan, Ryan Smith our Health
and Fitness Director. We are focused on not just providing sports, but also nutrition
education, so they can understand how to make healthy choices for themself and a
commitment to lifelong fitness and character and leadership programs such as
learning how, the importance of contribution, community service, mentorship, and
leadership.

So I just want to thank the County of Maui for their continued support of our
programs. Thanks.

VICE-CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you. Any clarification needed from the testifier? Seeing
none, thank you.

Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: The next person to testify is Malik Bell, to be followed by
Shayna-Marie Manlapao.
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MR. MALIK BELL:

Aloha, good evening. My name is Malik Bell. I am the Director of Educational
Programs at the Boys and Girls Clubs of Maui. First off I want to thank the board for
its continued support of our efforts and our programs. We know that what we do is
not possible without that type of support. So we thank you for that.

Chiefly, my role is to help support the academic progress, the grade level progression
and the efforts to see that all of our children have the supports that they need to
succeed in their DOE, in the Department of Education, that is their regular school life.
We see that as indispensable to them becoming healthy, productive citizens of Maui.

I myself am a parent of two children who attend Maui schools and my job, and I see
my role as a parent, is to give them as much opportunity, all the kids, all the
participants and members of the Boys and Girls Club as much opportunity as I could
bring my own. So with that, I use my role to create immersive academic opportunities
for enrichment in STEM fields as we know that those types of careers will be the, in
the lead of what we need in terms of bringing the competencies, the core skills that
will bring Maui into the future.

We also look at career development progress and assisting young people in their
high school completion so that they can secure a meaningful, gainful vocation or
post-secondary educational opportunities. The needs for these type of support seem
to increase year over year and we see our role as being able to serve all of the youth
who would find their way into our clubhouses, or who express the need.

We continue to be thankful for the support of this Council. We appreciate the
opportunity to be here with you tonight to, to let you know of our needs and our
continued partnership in seeing that the youth of Maui are supported.

VICE-CHAIR CARROLL: Any clarification needed from the testifier? Seeing none, thank
you.

Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Next testifier is Shayna-Marie Manlapao, to be followed by
Liana Jensen.
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MS. SHAYNA-MARIE MANLAPAO:

Good evening, Vice-Chair, Members of the County Council and everyone in
attendance. My name is Shayna-Marie Manlapao and I'm a mother of five beautiful
keiki. Four go to public schools here on Maui and one is a member, or a student at
MEO's Kahi Kamali'i Head Start.

I'm here to tell you that they helped save our lives. We, last October was my first
semester, or it was in the middle of my first semester, I'm a full-time student at the
University of Hawaii, Maui College. And I'm taking five classes and I was doing very
good, I had "A's" in all my classes. And in October I realized that I could no longer
afford to pay for childcare for my youngest, Robert.

And, I, I was at risk of dropping out. So I came to MEO, and I begged, and I begged.
And I went there 7:15 in the morning and waited until they opened their doors, went
into Debbi Amaral's office and cried and I said if you don't help us, who will. And I'm
looking at each of you County Councilmembers and I just want to say thank you.
Because right now I'm in my second semester taking another five classes, doing
amazing in my school all because of your support for MEO. If it wasn't for you guys,
where would we be.

My major is human services because one day I'll be back and I'm going to be helping
people like me. And if you don't, I see everyone here and a lot of them have been
touched by MEO. And, I just want to say that I want to go to school next year and if
you guys don't help, I won't. So I just want to thank you and really look at my face
and remember that there's a lot of families that you guys are supporting and one day
they are going to be helping other families and helping other families. So just
remember that, okay. Thank you.

VICE-CHAIR CARROLL: Any clarification needed from the testifier? Seeing none, thank
you.

Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Next testifier is Liana Jensen, to be followed by Tony Arcuria.

MS. LIANA JENSEN:

Aloha, County Councilmembers. My name is Liana Jensen and my daughter Alesa is
a student at Wailuku A. And we'd like to thank you for your continued support of
funding MEO Head Start. As first time participants of the program I could not be


